MATCH REPORT: FOOTBALL WEST. SATURDAY, 25 JULY 2009.

SORRENTO 1 (P Cunningham 63) v FLOREAT 3 (B Scott 18, 26, J Mirco 25)
HT: 0-3
Sorrento (4-3-3): GK Cyril Sharrock, 3 Stuart Banks (5 Michael Ord 32), 4 Shaun Kilkelly, 20 Danny Hill, 6 Daryl Platten (12 Paul Cunningham 39), 2 Danny Cain, 11 Lewis Flatt, 18 Glen Thomas, 9 Todd Harnwell, 10 Stuart Montgomery (21 Reece Vittiglia 52), 13 Steve McDonald. Subs not used: RGK Michael Lawson, 25 Joe Stoker. Cautions: D Cain 31, M Ord 66.
Floreat (4-3-3): GK Alex Dunn, 4 Josip Magdic, 5 Johnny Mirco (3 James Isaia 86), 9 Daniel Neiderberger, 10 Jason Barrera, 11 Callum Roberts, 12 Branimir Mikulic, 13 Johnny Migas, 14 Brad Scott, 16 Simon Elton-Bott, 22 Dean Apelgren. Subs not used: RGK Vas Vujacic, 6 Miki Vujacic, 18 Alex Novatsis Cautions: S Elton-Bott 83, B Scott 90.
Referee: Troy Miller
“SCOTT SINKS SORRENTO”
Report by Michael Bate
Striker Brad Scott was prominent in Floreat’s 3-0 victory over the Sorrento Gulls as he scored two goals to keep Floreat in 3rd place on the Football West Premier Division. Scott, who put his retirement plans on hold for another run in 2009 was Floreat’s leading force in their 8 minute goal scoring period in the first half. The loss consigns the Gulls to 4th bottom and dents their hopes of making the top 5.
Perfect conditions at “Windy Hill” with a slightly damp surface for the 3pm kick off. In front of a good sized crowd Floreat Captain, Johnny Migas called the toss of the coin by Referee, Troy Miller correctly and chose to attack the Warwick Road (northern) end goal. A minute silence was impeccably observed to honour Sorrento member and volunteer, Jim Wilson who suddenly passed away.
The first threat on the Sorrento goal came in the 13th minute when Branimir Mikulic curled his left footed effort just wide of Cyril Sharrock's goal. Five minutes later the visitors were ahead. Daniel Neiderberger managed to block an attempted clearance by the Gulls and when a Sorrento defender Danny Hill miskicked his attempted clearance, the ball dropped to Scott who made no mistake with a volley from the edge of the area into the bottom right.
The home team looked shambolic, and it wasn't long before Floreat went further ahead. Josip Magdic miscued cross was met by Johnny Mirco who was arriving late on the edge of the area and was able to help the ball into the right hand corner of Sharrock’s net.
Within a minute later it was three to Floreat, with Scott rising at the back post to meet Jason Barrera's pinpoint cross from the right and send a looping header over Sharrock and under the bar. Things looked grim for Sorrento, especially when they were forced into making two first half substitutions because of injuries to both full backs Stuart Banks and Daryl Platten. Their luck looked like it might change when Glen Thomas' right wing cross was deflected past keeper Alex Dunn but the ball rolled inches wide. And later an attempted clearance by Dunn to a back pass cannoned off Todd Harnwell, but again the deflection was wide of the left post.
Sorrento striker Steve McDonald scuffed a golden opportunity to score after reacting quickest when Dunn could only parry Danny Hill's header. At the other end of the field, Scott should have had a hat trick on the stroke of half time after Barrera picked him out unmarked at the back post, but this time he sent a volley wide of the target.
Sorrento came out after the interval with renewed purpose and nearly snatched a goal after just 30 seconds. McDonald was desperately unlucky to hit the post after a sweet turn and cross from Todd Harnwell found him just inside the penalty area. Harnwell himself hit the post in the 55th minute after latching on to Danny Cain's inch perfect through ball. It was beginning to look like it was not going to be Sorrento's day until the 63 minute as a Thomas corner was headed back in by Hill to Cunningham who slotted in to give a glimmer of hope. Sorrento's height and physical presence from set pieces had been causing the visitor's problems all throughout the game.
Floreat looked rattled and nearly had their lead cut to one when Cunningham flashed a header just wide from Thomas' free kick. Minutes later a series of defensive mistakes led to another Sorrento corner and Cunningham was again on hand to meet the delivery, this time forcing a good save from Dunn. Sorrento had one last chance to get back in the game when referee Troy Miller pulled Dunn up for time wasting in injury time. Miller awarded the home team a free kick just inside the 18-yard box, but Hill's shot came off the shoulder of the last man in the wall and was cleared.
Despite being the better side for most of the second half, Sorrento just couldn't find the quality or spark of inspiration needed to unlock the resolute Floreat defence. 

Man of the Match: Danny Hill
RESERVES: SORRENTO 4 (B Quinncroft 10, 60, Own Goal 62, R Gibbon 77) v FLOREAT 2 (S Kane 25, A Novatsis 88)
The Gulls Reserve team got a good start when Billy Quinncroft scored after 10 minutes. However, Floreat’s Steven Kane got their first goal after 25 minutes to level the score that carried to the break.
It took 15 minutes of the 2nd half for Quinncroft to grab his second. Two minutes later an own goal by Alex Lalovic put the Gulls further in front. On 71 minutes a strike by Alex Novatsis struck the Gulls post, but deflected wide. Ross Gibbon stretched the Gulls lead to 3 when his low drilled shot beat Damien Marjanovic on 77 minutes. The Gulls looked comfortable and then slack as they conceded to Novatsis with 2 minutes remaining.
UNDER 18: SORRENTO 3 (K Loraine 49, 89, R Sheppard 63) v FLOREAT 3 (H Ntoumenopoulos 19, No 12 69, no 10 79)
The Gulls U/18 team were quick from the start, but couldn’t score in a 15 minute opening period where they had 4 excellent opportunities. Then Foreat’s Harris Ntoumenopoulos scored after 19 minutes. This score remained to the break in which the Sorrento players must have been reflecting on “what should have been”.
4 minutes into the new half the Gulls were awarded a penalty for hand ball and Keegan Lorriane coolly fired in for the equaliser. 14 minutes later a Lorriane free kick was swung over where Ryan Sheppard at the far right post flicked I his header to take the home team into the lead from where they should have went on to win. However very poor defending allowed No. 12 to dribble his way pass two defenders before rounding Todd Ross to roll into the empty net after 69 minutes. 10 minutes later No. 10 pounced on a loose ball in space and fired pass Ross to take the visitors into the lead. Within the final minute Lorriane kept possession as he worked his way into the Floreat area where he was clumsily tackled resulting in another penalty. Lorraine took responsibly for the spot kick and was good in confidently shooting home to give the Gulls a share of the points.
Sorrento’s next Football West match is away to Cockburn on Saturday, 1 August at Dalmatic Park, Azelia Road, Spearwood. Kick off times are: U/18 at 11am, Reserves at 1pm and First Team at 3pm.

Club and fixture details from Kerry Slater on 9448 5908

